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A Land of Water: History
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Jiangsu, a marvelous and fertile land, descends from an ancient
civilization. The Fossils of Nanjing Man dated the civilization of this land
to more than 300,000 years ago; the rock paintings of 5000 years ago on the
General’s Cliff in the city of Lianyungang are witness to a mysterious Oriental
Book of Heaven; the technology of Jiangsu bronze already outshined 3000 years
ago; the 600-year old Ming Dynasty City Wall has conveyed the heavy rumbling
resonance of history.

In the development of this old civilization, Jiangsu has formed its own
cultural tradition, including Jinling, Wu, Chu and Han, and Weiyang cultures.
This unique cultural blending represents the wisdom and creativity of the
forefathers of the Chinese people.

This is a historical river of water culture extending from antiquity
to modern times. It runs on and on with gracefulness, leaving the future
generation with inexhaustible spiritual heritage.
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The rock painting on Gemeral’s Cliff in Lianyungang City, the oldest ome in

China, dates back 5,000 years. Much remains mysterious, hence the “Oriental Book

from Heaven” in historians’ eyes. (Photographer: Chen Lei)
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The remains of Yancheng, a city dating back 2,500 years, are located in Wujin

District of Changzhou City. It’s one of the best preserved ancient cities of the

same period in China. (Photographer: Liu Jianzhong)
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RELICS OF THE HAN DYNASTY (206 BC ~ 220 AD)
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The stone inscriptions, terra—cotta warriors, horses and jade clothes sewn
with gold thread were unearthed from the Mausoleum of King Chu in Xuzhou City.
With a history of 2,200 years, they reveal the social status enjoyed by ancient

aristocrats and royals in China. (Photographer: Yi Ming and Xu Wen)
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First built in 1366, the Ming Dynasty City Wall stretched 33.676 kilometers,

with 23.743 kilometers still remaining intact today, which makes it the longest

ancient city wall in the world. (Photographer: Li Yuxiang)
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XIAOLING MAUSOLEUM OF MING DYNASTY (1368 ~ 1644)
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Xiaoling Mausoleun of the Ming Dynasty, where its first emperor Zhu Yuanzhang

was buried, dates back over 600 years. A World Cultural Heritage Site, it is one of

the largest remaining emperor mausoleums in China. (Photographer: Xu Shuying)
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SPRING SCENERY OF THE FIVE-PAVILION BRIDGE
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Five-Pavilion Bridge, also known as Lotus Bridge,

was built in 1757 in the

Slender West Lake of Yangzhou. It was honored as “the most beautiful bridge” in

China by Mao Yisheng, a famous Chinese bridge expert. (Photographer: Zhou Zhi)
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GARDENS FOR FOUR SEASONS
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The classical gardens in Suzhou are famous for their beauty and grace. There
used to be as many as 280 such private gardens and courtyards in Suzhou, and more
than 70 of its kind still remain today. This is the Humble Administrator’s Garden,
a World Cultural Heritage Site. (Photographer: Chen Jianxing)
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Originally an island in the sea before it became part of the land in

Lianyungang City; Yuntai Mountain is wreathed in mist all year around. (Photographer:

Jin Cheng)
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The Flower-Fruit Mountain located in the city of Lianyungang is the place which
gave inspiration to Wu Cheng’ en, the noted Chinese writer born in Huai’ an of
Jiangsu 400 years ago, for the Monkey King, the protagonist in the novel Pilgrimage

to the West. (Photographer: Zhang Mingli)
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Located in Tongli Town, Wujiang City of Suzhou, Tuisi Garden is a typical
architecture of classical gardens in southern Yangtze River. (Photographer: Che

Changlong)
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The largest Buddhist temple in Nanjing and one of the most famous shrines in
China, The Qixia Temple possesses the highest and largest dagoba with a history of

over 1,500 years. (Photographer: Song Yaosheng)
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TIGER HILL IN SNOW
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Located on the Tiger Hill in Suzhou, the Tiger Hill Tower dates back to over

1,000 years ago. Slightly tilted, it enjoys the reputation of the Oriental Pisa

Campanile. (Photographer: Chen Jianxing)
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The Nanjing Confucius Temple, now a bustling place, was once a center for

culture and education. In ancient China, it was a residential area for nobles and
aristocrats, and a site for imperial civil examinations for scholars from southern
Yangtze River. Now it is known for its annual Lantern Festival from January 1 to 18

of the Chinese Lunar Calendar. (Photographer: Liu Minggu)
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The Pan Gate, the only well-preserved ancient water-land city gate in Suzhou,
was used to control passengers and boats with a device called coiled gate, for the

defense of the city. (Photographer: Zhou Rende)
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The Jinshan Temple, located in northwestern Zhenjiang, is known for the
famous Chinese folklore White Lady Snake Drives Floods to Submerge Jinshan Temple.

(Photographer: Wang Nianyue)
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A
ng Dream in A Garden” . Regarded as one of the three oldest

Kunqu Opera “Surpri
operas in the world, and forefather of China’ s operas, Kunqu Opera originated from
Jiangsu Province in the 13th century. In 2001, Kunqu Opera was placed on the first
list of Intangible Cultural Heritage by the UNESCO. (Photographer: Gao Liusong)
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HUAIYANG CUISINE
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Huaiyang cuisine is one of

ks

the four major cuisines in China.
Tt had a reputation in Sui and
Tang dynasties, and became the
represented culinary flavor in the
middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze and Huaihe rivers by Ming
and Qing dynasties. With aquatic
products as its raw material, it
is characterized by exquisite
carving technique, timing in
cooking, and diversified flavor.
Touring Jiangsu for a gourmet
savoring has been viewed as one of
the greatest blessings in life.

(Photographer: Qiao Peng)
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A fine contrast between antiquity and infancy in Yaogiao Township, Zhenjiang

City.
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(Photographer: Xing Yongqing)

022




i,
CUSTOM OF DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL
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The fifth day of May of the lunar calendar every year is the traditional Dragon

Boat Festival in China. Duck’s egg and Zongzi are served and dragon boat contest
held in memory of Qu Yuan, an ancient patriotic poet. Talisman and perfume bags
are also the essentials passed down to convey the unique folk culture. Dragon Boat
Festival has already been constituted as a national holiday now. (Photographer: She

Jiahu)
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Qinhuai lantern is one of
the most famous lantern shows
in China. A single handmade
lotus lantern needs 60
procedures manually handled.
From January 1 to 18 of
Chinese lunar calendar, the
Confucius Temple is crowded
with visitors. In 2006,
“Qinhuai Lantern Festival”
was listed among the first
National Intangible Culture
Heritages. (Photographer:

Liu Minggu)
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Shadow-play best conveys the folk

Shadow-player Mr.Yao Qide in performance.
culture of China through puppet-playing the colorful leather figurines linked to
sticks at the melodious accompanying music and monologue. (Photographer: Song

Yaosheng)
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Traditional civilian housing in the southern Yangtze River jagged with

tiles against vermilion walls.

(Photographer: Zhou Shiyu)
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Snapshot of the life of the people in the 1000-year old town, Tongli, Wujiang.

(Photographer: Zhi Shufeng)
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CLOUD-PATTERN BROCADE IN NANJING
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The cloud-pattern brocade, with a history of nearly 1,000 years, is the symbol

of silk art in China. Gold and silver thread interwoven, the cloud-pattern brocade
was the imperial tribute in the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. The art of making the
brocade is remarkably delicate to a stunning degree that even two senior technicians
can only produce 5 to 6 centimeters a day purely by handiwork. It has been listed in

the Intangible Cultural Heritages by the UNESCO. (Photographer: Tian Songhu)
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The Big Horse Lantern Cruise, an event based in Dongba Town, Gaochun District,

and has enjoyed populartity until now. (Photographer: Zhu Xuxian)
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Nanjing, originated in the Tang Dynasty, thrived in the Ming and Qing Dynasties,
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POPULAR ZHUANGYUAN HAT
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During the Spring Festival, Nanjing’s famous scenic spot, Confucius Temple saw

its Dacheng Hall installed with a big red Zhuangyuan hat on the top of Lingxing
Gate. The hat created a festive mood with its antique beauty. (Photographer: Zhu

Xuxian)
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Took in Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum, Nanjing. (Photographer: Zhu Xuxian)
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Shot at the Wuxi South section of Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal on Sep. 3,
2016. The 2000-year old grand cannal still plays an important role and keeps
writing new chapters of its history. From the end of August to the early September,
2016, ten colorful boats cruised the ancient canal, and the spectacular scenery

attracted a large number of visitors. (Photographer: Jiao Huixin)
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Shot in Qiandeng Town, Kunshan, Suzhou, the photo is impressive with the sharp
contrast between size, quality and color. (Photographer: Zhang Zhifu)
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The photo, shot in Zhoutie Town, Yixing, Wuxi, is about some 60-year old

retired seniors who enjoyed their old age by visiting the ancient town together.
(Photographer: Xue Huiyou)

034




KiEhE
XUNTANG TOWN
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Took in Xuntang Town, Wuxi. (Photographer: Xu Jun)
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Shot at Luzhi Town, Suzhou.

(Photographer: Wu Geli)

ETESE SEE

036




k
i
il

SRR ¥

3

&Lk
TURTLE HEAD ISLE
FRGURFRIRIE, ML L), EEBEIEENHEMER. B T80

The isle looks more charming at a breezy spring night when the sakura is

blooming. (Photographer: Wang Zhiyi)
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AFTER SNOW AT AN ANCIENT TOWN
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Shot at Zhenze Town, Wujiang District, Suzhou. (Photographer: Guan Yulan)
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CHARMING WATER TOWN
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Shot at Qiandeng Town, Kunshan, Suzhou. The ancient town is the hometown of Gu
The town in the morning is a quiet

Yanwu, an outstanding thinker of Ming Dynasty.
and pretty picture of bridges over flowing water with boats sailing to and fro.
(Photographer: Zhang Zhifu)
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AUXILIARY PALACE OF EMPEROR QIANLONG
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Located at Zaohe Town, Sugian City, the palace is the only one exists in China,

and is the grandest, largest, and most representative palatial architecture group.

(Photographer: Lu Qihui)
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Shot at Zhaoguan Tower, Xijindu Ancient
Street, Zhenjiang City. (Photographer: Zhuang

Rungui)
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